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HimbaHIMBA

The Himba are nomadic cattle herders living in northern Namibia, 
with a related community in Angola’s Kunene province. Numbering 
over 50,000, they are a pastoral people historically linked to the 
Herero. Although their language is closely related to Herero, the 
Himba were unable to connect with God through a Herero Bible 
translation. As a result, an oral Bible is being recorded for the Himba. 
In addition, a transcription project is beginning for the Himba 
community in Angola, who have requested written Scriptures in 
their own language.

Himba, Namibia

Language:Language: Himba
People Group: People Group: Himba
People Group Size:People Group Size: 50,000
Location: Location: Namibia
Lifestyle:Lifestyle: Semi-nomadic and pastoral (cattle, goats and sheep)
Translation Phase: Translation Phase: 4
Translation Time-frame: Translation Time-frame: October 2024 – September 2027
Translation Goals:Translation Goals: Oral translation and transcription of Exodus, 
Matthew, John, Galatians and Ephesians 
Completed in Phases 1,2&3: Completed in Phases 1,2&3: 83 oral narratives, oral translations of 
Genesis, Romans, Mark, Luke, Acts, Hebrews, 1 & 2 Timothy, and 
production of various materials, songs, and the Greatest Gift booklet
Source Languages:Source Languages: Herero and English
Managing Partners: Managing Partners: Wycliffe SA / Opuwo Pastors’ Forum / Bible 
Society of Namibia

IMPACTIMPACT GET INVOLVEDGET INVOLVED

www.wyclife.org.za/himbawww.wyclife.org.za/himba www.wyclife.org.za/himbawww.wyclife.org.za/himba

“Now, we’re able to 
internalise Bible passages 
more effectively. This is 
a significant step for me, 
as I’m not literate, but I 
can listen and grasp the 
scripture well through these 
MP3s. They’re a valuable 
resource, allowing me to 
recall God’s Word at any 
time, much like a pastor’s 
Sunday sermon. The 
MP3s are always available, 
providing me with spiritual 
guidance whenever I need 
it, even when no one is 
around to share the Word.”

Kaivaka Muharukua, Himba 
Community

Join the prayer mailing list 
to intercede for the Himba 
community, the translation team, 
and the programme.

Become a partner and invest 
in God’s transformative hope, 
planting seeds that will impact 
millions across Southern Africa.

Get to know the Himba people 
by visiting them and taking time 
to talk, pray, eat, and serve with 
them.

Journey with the Himba 
by building relationships, 
encouraging, and supporting them 
in practical ways as they work.
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